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Laura Spencer is the Cortland
Program Coordinator for Person
to Person: Citizen Advocacy, a
nonprofit organization whose
mission is to reduce the risk of
social isolation for adults with
developmental disabilities. She
shared her experience of
watching friendships make a
positive, life-long impact in our
Cortland community.

Person to Person fosters
meaningful relationships by
creating one-to-one relationships
between volunteers (advocates)
and clients (protégés) and by
building community connections.
Theses matches sometimes
enjoy a cup of coffee, go to a
movie, do crafts, talk over the
phone, go shopping, among
other things. As a group,
participants will meet for various
activities like doing crafts, riding
a boat on the Erie Canal, renting
a private movie theater, chatting
over Zoom, and a holiday party.
The Person to Person District
encompasses Onondaga,
Oswego, and Cortland counties;
they are always happy to find
more individuals they can serve
and neighbors who are
interested in volunteering.
Advocates do their best to be the
sunshine in someone’s day;
thank you Laura, , for being
the sunshine in ours!



President. Conrad Janke
Front Desk. Don Richards, Jim Anderson
Invocation. Kathie O’Mara

Guests. Laura Spencer. Raffle. Pete Williams

Rotary 1/2 Minute. Karen Dewitt. 1). Joinedin 1994; 2). Sponsor was Clyde Cook;

3). Memorable Moment—bringing Brazilian Exchange Student to Florida to see parents as a
surprise.

NNEUNCEMENT

Dues are due—today! K ur't

Behrenfeld—was in South Africa for two

Board meeting, Tuesday, Sept. 7, by ) _
weeks, is home catching up on sleep.

Zoom, all are welcome.

Karen Dewitt—husband’'s son is getting

Don Richards—Chicken Barbeque, : : .
married, family coming in.

September 17, 1130am to 330pm; sheets

handed out for Pre-orders. Lee Schaff—had two surgeries, glad to be
back.

Don Richards—Pumpkinfest: Cortland,

October 1; Anderson Farm Market Andy Polley— glad to be here in person

October 15 and see happy faces.

Jeremy Boylan—River Clean Up, Pete Williams—happy we allow people
September 24 from Maryland in the room.
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Making the world a better place

Become an Advocate

Person to Person: Citizen Advocacy is
always looking for members in the
community to become a Citizen
Advocate for a protégé. A protégéisa
person with a developmental disability.
Learn more about how you can become

an advocate.

Fundraisers and Events

Join the fight today. Be a part of your
community that helps a neighbor.
Support our fundraisers and events to
end social isolation and uplift the lives of

the individuals we serve.

SEE EVENTS

THE PERSON TO PERSON WEBSITE:

Meet the Staff

Curious about Person to Person: Citizen
Advocacy? Join the conversation. Get in
touch with our team members today.
Start your journey on helping others in
the community and being the long

lasting relationship of friendship.

MEET STAFF

PPCADVOCACY.ORG
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of reading

A literacy project in
Guatemala inspires
children to dream big
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EMPOWERING FATHERS

Lessons in
fatherhood

From Erdenet, Mongolia, to Evanston, Illinois,
support for dads can be life-changing

hree years ago, Davaan-
| yam Gongorjav, a young
| father living in Erdenet,

Mongolia, found him-

self in dire straits. His

wife had recently died of cancer. He

| had no job and no child care for his

| daughters, who were 4 and 7 years

| old. More fundamentally, he was fac-

| ingacrisis of confidence as a father.

1 ‘Davaanyam, it turns out, was not

| alone. There were dozens of single

| fathers in Erdenet facing similar

challenges in a culture where the

| notion of a father raising children

| without a partner was alien, and

| where community support for those
| fathers was virtually nonexi

Under Soviet influence, Mongolian |

men were tasked with herding and
farming, Scott notes, while young
women were educated. A subse-
quent mining boom claimed much
of the country’s agricultural land,
leaving many men without any edu-
cation or sense of identity. “These
men felt, therefore, terribly disem-
powered,” she says.

The workshop, by all accounts, |

yielded astonishing results. But
Scott and the other facilitators first
‘had to learn a crucial lesson. “On
the first day of the fathers’ training,
Tinvited many female social work-
€rs to observe,” recalls Enkhtuya

| Wordof

member of the Rotary

| from a professor at the Interna-

Club of Ul /ho helped or-
ganize the project. “We wanted to

| tional y

Jennifer Scott, an Australian Rotar-
ian working in law and mediation.
Before long, Scott and a group of
colleagues had conducted a com-
‘munity needs assessment and or-
ganized a workshop for nearly two
dozen single fathers, supported
by a global grant from The Rotary.
Foundation.

“These were men in tragic cir-
cumstances, who had lost wives in
childbirth or to cancer,” says Scott,
a member of the Rotary Club of
Central Blue Mountains, who tray-
eledto :‘m‘lﬂ as part of a voca-
tional team. “They

their children and Gige

to | learn from the A

‘Was life-changing, *1 feel
- :!h&ﬁ’uhhmcfﬂllspmj- .
LYear-old says. I cannot | a9/°

man; f

e rofes-
:;:::m how to work with ke o
thers. We didn't realize that fathers
Oyl e e

men were

:“k::‘ ':':mhve the room were the
e e Ming t0 discuss the hard-
Mum'm ‘That made all the
s sao‘;:mcaus.-mz men
the Fieka to open up about
it ty of parenting, the
sing their children while
mmh“amn the loss of a wife, and the |

yam gain |
an his role as o father
€Ame a member of a local

initiat
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Some of the interesting articles in the September 2022 edition of

Rotary magazine.

Page 12: Lessons in Fatherhood, how support for dads helped one in

Mongolia and one in lllinois.

Page 51: With The Power of Heavy Metal, a Rotary Fellowship called

The Metalhead Fellowship is raising money for cancer research.

With the power
of heavy metal

fl;e Metalhead Fellowship, a Rotary

port The Rotary Foundation and the

| Fellowship of heavy metal music lov-
' ers, often hosts fundraisers to sup-

| Wacken Foundation, a nonprofit that |

| promotes young metal talent around
| the world. In its most recent gig,
however, the fellowship turned to @

up with Hostage, a new metal band
from Germany, to raise money for
cancer research and treatment.
As part of the campaign, Hos-
tage released a new song, S@ancens
\ to raise money leading up to World
| Cancer Day on 4 February 2022. It’s
a hard-hitting song about the pain-
ful and devastating disease of lung
cancer. Donations collected through
the song’s promotion went to the
Union for International Cancer Con-
trol, a Geneva-based organization.
“To our surprise, we received
support from well-known com-
mentators in the metalcore scene,
who publicized the campaign on
their channels,” says Marcos Ri-
cardo Klitzke, co-founder of the
fellowship, as well as a member of
the Rotary Club of Timb6-Pérola
do Vale, Brazil. And the fellow-
ship’s chair, Felix Heintz, was able
to promote the fundraiser during a
Rotary International webinar. “The
campaign has helped increase the
fellowship’s membership,” Klitzke
adds. “We now have 207 members in
18 countries. Our fellowship group
has shown the Rotary universe many
new possibilities.” — RENATA CORE
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Hostag ), metal band in Germany
‘toraise money for World Cancer Day 2022,

different cause. The group teamed |
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